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• We are a professional body for scientists with a 
global community of more than 50,000 members

• A not-for-profit organisation, we invest in 
supporting science education and outreach, 
holding scientific conferences, symposia, 
workshops & networking events, grants & funding

• An internationally renowned publisher of 
high quality chemical science knowledge
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My role

• Manage journals, attract best new 

science and promote articles

• Ensure journals have rigorous, fair, 

efficient peer review

• Meet scientists to keep aware of field 

and attract top research

• Advise researchers on publishing best 

practice

• Manage the Editorial Team (pictured)
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Our Journals... We publish over 50 

world-leading journals 

that span the core 

chemical sciences and 

related fields. Known for 

rigorous, fair peer 

review and fast 

publication times, our 

journals publish the 

best science, from 

original research articles 

to authoritative reviews.
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Our studies, 
findings and 

reports



Open Science



What is Open Science?
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"scientific knowledge openly available, accessible and 
reusable for everyone, to increase scientific collaborations 
and sharing of information for the benefits of science and 
society“ – United Nations

Figure from: UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science © 2021 by UNESCO is licensed under 
CC BY-SA 4.0

“The principle and practice of making research products 
and processes available to all, while respecting diverse 
cultures, maintaining security and privacy, and fostering 
collaborations, reproducibility, and equity.” - U.S. Office of 
Science and Technology Policy and the National Science and 
Technology Council 

“as open as possible, as closed as necessary.”



Why Open Science?
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QUALITY

EFFICIENCY INNOVATION

COLLABORATION



Our Commitment to OS
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https://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/open-science/

Our purpose is to help the chemical science community 
make the world a better place; we envision a world in 
which the chemical sciences fulfil their potential as a 
force for good. We strive to work with our community to 
break down barriers to advancing the chemical sciences 
and to ensure appropriate equitable, global access to 
knowledge and data.

Read the full statement here:



Open Science is Broad
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At the RSC, we focus primarily on:
 
• Open Research Data
• Open Peer Review
• Research Assessment & Culture
• Open Scientific Publications (Open Access)



Open Research Data
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Figure from: https://okfn.org/opendata/how-to-open-data/

What is Open Data?
Data that can be freely used, re-used and redistributed by anyone - subject 
only, at most, to the requirement to attribute and share-alike. 

Why is data sharing important?
Data sharing is central to improving many aspects of research culture. It 
supports the validation of data to maintain high standards of research 
reproducibility, increases transparency and encourages trust in the scientific 
process and enables and encourages the reuse of new findings.

What is the RSC doing?

The Royal Society of Chemistry believes that where possible, all data associated with the research in a manuscript 
should be Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable (FAIR), enabling other researchers to replicate and build 
on that research.



Open Peer Review
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What is Open Peer Review? 
Any peer review model in which aspects of the peer review process are made publicly 
available, either before or after publication.

Why Open Peer Review?
Increasing transparency in the peer review process leads to a better understanding of 
published research, more constructive peer reviews, and credit for reviewers.

Transparent Peer Review now an option in our flag-ship journal, Chemical Science as well as RSC Chemical Biology, 
Environmental Science: Atmospheres, and Digital Discovery. We aim that all RSC journals will offer Transparent 
Peer Review as an option for authors by end of 2024. Double-anonymised peer-review is also a choice for 
authors submitting to Chemical Science.

What is the RSC doing?



Open Science & Open Access
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Open Access to scientific 
publications is a key 
component of Open Science

Figure from: UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science © 2021 by UNESCO is licensed under 
CC BY-SA 4.0
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We want the global transition to 
open access to be sustainable, 
secure, and inclusive

We want to work with the 
community to support them, 
and be involved in ongoing 
discussions

The RSC’s view on Open Access
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Ensuring that everyone, everywhere can still publish with us

• We want to remove barriers so all authors have the same potential to access and publish research

• We want to make sure our OA models accommodate for regional differences
• R4L countries will continue to publish for free
• All authors have the opportunity to apply for an OA waiver

Partnering with institutions to develop new OA models that work for them and for our authors 

• We want to transform our current institutional deals to a new OA model that covers as much of our global 
author community as possible

• Throughout 2023-2024 we will engage with our international partners to evolve this new model, to understand 
their priorities, requirements and goals for OA; our aim is to move away from models that rely solely on authors 
paying article processing charges

*for our fully RSC-owned journals

Our goals for achieving 100% OA*



18rsc.chronoshub.io/?fq=
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RSC Open Access Portfolio
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Chemical Science; Diamond OA

Chemical Science, our flagship journal, is Diamond Open Access. 
This means that it’s free both to read and to publish in Chemical 
Science.

This is possible because we, the RSC, cover the cost of publication 
in Chemical Science. 

The costs associated with this are covered by the revenue we 
make from our other journals – either via subscriptions or Open 
Access charges. 
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The Future of Open 
Access at the RSC



An Industry in Transition
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The publishing landscape is moving further and further 
towards a fully Open Access environment

All cOAlition S funded research published OA post 2021. 

All UKRI funded research published OA post April 2022.

Most hybrid publishers are currently focusing on signing Read 
& Publish/Publish & Read (RAP/PAR) deals BUT

Plan S funding for ‘Transformative Journals’ and RAP/PAR 
ends in 2024

The US will require immediate access to federally funded 
research after it is published, starting in 2026

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-02351-1
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Cambridge University Press have publicly committed to 
transitioning their entire journal portfolio to OA by 2025

ACS have committed entire portfolio to ‘Transformative Journal’ 
status effectively committing to fully transition to OA (most likely 
in the next 3-5 years)

Large publishers are investing heavily in growth (to prep for OA 
future), acquisition and transformative agreements (RAP/PAR)

Large OA publishers are growing exponentially – and investing 
heavily in growing institutional level agreements. 

Royal Astronomical Society just committed to 100% OA by 2024.

This development represents a major step in 
ACS’ long-standing commitment to open 
science, signaling a future in which all 
publications are open access (OA).

https://www.miragenews.com/acs-publications-commits-its-entire-hybrid-770404/

https://ras.ac.uk/news-and-press/news/royal-astronomical-society-announces-all-journals-publish-open-access-2024

1 Mar 2023 — The Royal Astronomical 
Society (RAS) has today announced that all 
journals published by the Society will be Open 
Access (OA) from January 2024.

Publishers are adapting
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OA Journals

• Pure APC models are becoming out-of-date (OA 
publishers are signing institutional agreements); 
European authors expect for their APC to be covered 
by their institution

• Currently, our OA journals are not part of most of our 
institutional agreements putting them (and all future 
launches) at risk; sales team is starting to sell APC 
bundles but this is slow-going

• To compete with other pure OA journals and 
publishers, our OA portfolio needs to be covered by 
institutional agreements

Hybrid Journals

• Only 8.5% of our hybrid content is OA (Q1 2022); 
69.5% of hybrid OA content comes via R&P/PAR 
deals, rest from single APCs

• Growth of OA in hybrid journals depends almost 
entirely on conversion of subscription deals to OA 
deals (currently R&P and PAR)

• No journals stand out as suitable for a stand-alone 
flip (would look for OA content to be >60%) => the 
best option is to flip the entire portfolio at the 
same time with suitable OA models (via 
institutional agreements)

Where are we now?



Open Access & 
APCs



Why do we need to pay for publishing?
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How do we pay for publishing?
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TRADITIONAL PUBLISHING

Author 

submits

Libraries (or individuals) 

pay to read

Papers are 

free to read

$

$
Author 

submits, 

pay to 

publish

Author 

submits

APC model ‘Diamond’ Open Access

Article and journal costs are 

paid for by

Subscription model

Papers are 

free to read

OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING

$

Only works if the costs 

are covered by 

revenue from other 

journals or other 

publisher activities



Editorial Financial

Editorial vs Financial aspects of Open Access
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Peer review
Rigour

Quality

Integrity of scientific record

Ability (or inability) 
for authors to pay 

APC fee



What is a ‘Transformative Agreement’?
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Author 

submits

Libraries pay to read and for 

affiliated authors to publish

$

Transformative Agreements

• An agreement between a publisher 

and an institution that covers the costs 

of Open Access publication

• No individual author payment

• Read & Publish, Publish & Read, etc.

• Designed to transform institutions from 

a subscription model (pay to read) to 

an OA model (pay to publish)



Open Access 
licences



OA Licenses
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RSC offers industry-standard Creative Commons licensing for open access publication

These licences have flexible terms for reuse and distribution of a work than a standard licence to publish, 

enabling our authors to fulfil funding body requirements.

CC BY licence
Allows other users to reuse, distribute, and build upon the work, even commercially, with full 

original author attribution.

CC BY-NC licence
Allows other users to reuse, distribute, and build upon the work, non-commercially, with full 

original author attribution.

https://creativecommons.org/


OA Licences

32

Least restrictive

Most restrictive

CC BY

CC BY-SA

CC BY-NC

CC BY-ND

CC BY-NC-SA

CC BY-NC-ND

RSC; ACS; Chemistry Europe

Journal/

Publisher
CC BY license CC BY-NC license

CC BY-NC-

ND license

RSC 

Transformative 

journals

£2500 (3000 USD) £2500 (3000 USD) N/A

RSC Open Access 

journals

£2000 or Waived 

until 2025

£2000 or Waived 

until 2025
N/A

RSC Advances £1000 (1230 USD) £1000 (1230 USD) N/A

ACS 

Transformative 

journals

5000 USD N/A 4000 USD

ACS Au Journals 2500 USD N/A 2000 USD

ChemistryEurope 4640 USD N/A N/A



Thank
You
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