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Central point

We lay the ground

…then get out of the way!
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Points I’ll cover

▪ Where libraries are on the communications cycle

▪ ‘Laying breadcrumbs’

- Open research infrastructure

- Open access

- Providing key resources for news content

▪ Strategic priorities 

▪ What else could we do?

- Information accessibility

- Considering the needs of science journalists 

Points I’ll cover
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The Communications cycle:

a library perspective
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which reaches key 

audiences, filtered through 
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Training:

Research visibility
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Laying breadcrumbs: 

three examples
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Enabling open access

▪ Huang et al. (2024) found that articles deposited green open access in repositories 

include a “Citation diversity advantage” 

▪ This allows libraries to underpin news stories with research outputs, providing a path to 

scholarship for the news audience

▪ Libraries are keen to know the impact of OA on all research users, but it’s so much harder 

to track for members of the public
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-023-04894-0
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Providing open research infrastructure: i

▪ CrimRxiv: crucial support from UoM Library 
- Supported by the University of Manchester’s Office for Open Research, with has 

library staff on its Governance and Management team

- Published through PubPub
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https://www.crimrxiv.com/pub/famodhk4/release/1?readingCollection=bc6b4120
https://www.crimrxiv.com/
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Providing open research infrastructure: ii

Data repositories:  

provide citeable sources 

for data journalism

Tennessee Lookout: 8 April 2024
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https://tennesseelookout.com/2024/04/08/visual-analysis-the-tennessee-house-races-potentially-in-play-for-either-party-in-2024/
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Collections to aid news generation

Libraries providing 

collections to inform 

academics who are 

invited to participate as 

experts
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Strategic priorities
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Declining interest in the news

▪ ‘Media interest in research has never been 

greater due to…Covid-19 and Climate Change’ 

▪ But… 

‘More people turning away from news, Reuters 

Institute report says’ 

▪ “Audiences for traditional news sources like TV 

and print have fallen sharply over the past 

decade, with younger people preferring to get 

their news online or via social media.”

▪ How does research fare as a topic?

Source: Reuters Institute Digital News Report 2024
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj7799jv74vo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj7799jv74vo
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Priorities for libraries

▪ The Library Supporting Strategy: 6 strategic programmes and 20 objectives to 2028

▪ We are looking to build the information and digital literacy levels of our staff and 

students and enable open research dissemination and infrastructure.

- From objective 2.2.2:

There is strong global visibility of, and increased citations, of the University’s research outputs (publications and 

data)…This is aided by the collective work to deliver the Citations Action Plan and the further development of the 

research repositories, which are modern and robust for the University’s needs

▪ But we are not looking at working more closely with journalists, or considering how 

research-related news uses evidence at a strategic level

▪ If we can be of value to our institution and departments, we will help
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What else could we do?
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Information accessibility

BioRxiv and have been experimenting with AI-generated 
layman’s summaries, Kudos have implemented them.
- Why don’t libraries do the same? 

See also this blog post: ‘AI Summaries by Kudos: what we’re doing’
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https://blog.growkudos.com/news/ai-research-summaries-by-kudos
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.06.26.600811v1
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Better understand science journalists

What information do science journalists use when evaluating psychology findings? 

We examined this in a pre-registered, controlled experiment by manipulating four factors in descriptions of fictitious behavioral-psychology studies: 

(a) the study’s sample size, 

(b) the representativeness of the study’s sample, 

(c) the p value associated with the finding, and 

(d) institutional prestige of the researcher who conducted the study

“Sample size was the only factor that had a robust influence on journalists’ ratings of how trustworthy and newsworthy a finding was”

We could include this focus in our 
Research Visibility training.

It would provide an extra dimension 
by focusing on the needs of a specific 
research audience, or the carriers of 
our research.
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/25152459231183912


To summarise…
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To summarise
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▪ Libraries have an unseen role in 

bridging the divide between the media 

and research

▪ We tend to lay the ground, then get 

out of the way

▪ I don’t know of any plans to change 

this, but by there are opportunities, 

and potentially some powerful drivers
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Thank you

Liam Bullingham | University of Essex
LB23202@essex.ac.uk

Thanks to input from:
• Hannah Crago, Open Research Development Librarian
• Scott Taylor, Head of Research Services and the Office for Open 

Research, The University of Manchester
• Alexandra Beaumont, Research Impact Officer (Business & Law)
• Ben Hall, Head of Corporate Communications
• Sandy Macmillen, Academic Liaison Librarian 
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