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Context

Background to where the module lives



Context

• Digital Literacies module part of Podiatry programme

• Moved to Masters in Research (MRes) programme

• Masters in Research historically largely Health discipline

• Increasing intake to MRes of students researching Arts, Social Sciences and Management

• Move from Blackboard to Canvas

• Increase in use of online learning since beginning of COVID-19 pandemic







Module Aim

Research Methods 
(20 credits)

• The aim of the module is to provide the student with an understanding of research principles, a range of quantitative and 
qualitative research methodologies and appropriate analysis for these. This will enable the student to develop the 
research skills and knowledge necessary to undertake an independent research project. (20 credits)

Communicating Research 
(20 credits)

• This module aims to provide the student with the skills and knowledge necessary to lead, manage and disseminate 
findings from research projects. (20 credits)

Proposing, Designing and 
Pre-registering Research
MRes Research Project Part 1 
(60 credits)

• To enable students to learn how to produce an in-depth and comprehensive literature review and to draw a research 
question out of that.

• To use this as the basis for creating into a full, transparent research proposal suitable for use as a research pre-
registration.  

Answering Your Research Question 
MRes Research Project Part 2 
(60 credits)

• To enable students to develop and apply the skills of research and enquiry to produce original work which has the 
potential to make a contribution to a subject, field or profession, and

• To enable students to develop and demonstrate their skills in reporting and disseminating the outcomes of conducting 
research.

Elective module 
(20 credits)

• A 20-credit option from masters level modules at QMU

Modules on MRes programme



XM030: Digital Literacies

20 credit module on Masters in Research programme, runs in semester 1

This is a largely practical module with a large number of the activities being based around engaging with the various 
technologies and concepts covered. These include:

• Self-assessment and reflection of your digital and information literacy

• Developing and implementing a search strategy appropriate to a topic or problem

• Critically evaluating the reliability, validity, authority and bias of information sources

We will focus on:

• Skills for searching for relevant research resources, including journal articles and grey literature

• Skills for retrieving, managing, storing and referencing resources

• Critical thinking for the evaluation of resources and tools

• Using social media to enhance and support your research



Values

Principles behind module content and design



Global citizenship

Global citizenship is a term used to describe the social, environmental, and economic actions taken by individuals and communities 
who recognise that every person is a citizen of the world.

Global citizenship involves...

• Exploring local and global connections and our views, values and assumptions

• Exploring issues of social justice locally and globally

• Exploring the complexity of global issues and engaging with multiple perspectives

• Applying learning to real-world issues and contexts

• Opportunities to make informed, reflective action and be heard

(Oxfam)

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/who-we-are/what-is-global-citizenship/


What is a global citizen?

Is aware of the wider 
world and has a 

sense of their own 
role as a world citizen

Respects and values 
diversity

Has an understanding 
of how the world 

works

Is outraged by social 
injustice

Participates in the 
community at a range 

of levels, from the 
local to the global

Is willing to act to 
make the world a 

more equitable and 
sustainable place

Takes responsibility 
for [their] actions

(IDEAS for global citizenship and Oxfam)

https://www.unesco.org/mil4teachers/en/module5?hub=36


Four literacies of global citizens

Media and 
information literacy

Health literacy Ecological literacy Democratic literacy

“Aligning curricula to these four literacies will help the next generation of students solve future global challenges” 
(Saperstein, 2023)

https://www.edcan.ca/articles/four-literacies-of-global-citizenship/


Information literacy and global citizenship

Objectives:

• Find and evaluate information

• Distinguish facts from opinions

• Verify the reliability of sources

Topics:

• Introduction to the media landscape, research process, and critical thinking

• Print media versus digital media*

• Navigating through misinformation and disinformation

• The ethical use of information



Other values / 
principles

• Students (particularly in this cohort) have challenging lives 
outwith academic study – the shape of the module should 
provide flexibility in terms of time(s) to engage

• Assumptions about prior knowledge are not reliable – 
students should be given a chance to learn the 
metaliteracies and processes of academic research in a 
supportive environment

• Trust should be given to students to engage meaningfully in 
the learning process as best they can and non-engagement 
/ engagement in questionable academic practices should 
be approached without judgement, but with curiosity



Course content



Ethical use of information

• Good academic practice

• Ethics of AI

• ChatGPT wrote your assignment for you (or did it?)

• In development: critical perspectives on referencing



Digital professionalism and ethics

• Students research (where 
relevant) professional body’s 
recommendations for social 
media use 

• Reflect on own practices

• Reading literature around 
benefits, responsibilities

• University of Edinburgh digital 
footprint course

UoE DigitalFoot

https://twitter.com/UoEDigitalFoot


How the world works

• Connects to concept of scholarship as conversation (ACRL, 2015)

• Explaining and exploring processes of academic publishing

• Fraud and academic misconduct in academic publications

• Peer review processes

• Academics sharing usable examples on social media

https://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework


Respecting and valuing diversity

• Seeking diverse voices

• Identifying unheard perspectives

• Exploring grey literature

• Reading theory around epistemic injustice, 
inequality in academic research and 
publishing, critiques of hierarchies of 
knowledge

• Practical teaching around how databases, 
discovery layers, search engines etc. may not 
retrieve all sources equally



Delivery



Delivery method

• Online and asynchronous

• Each topic/week area (will) contain(s)

• Video/s – short, chunked, manageable

• Reading – varied, prioritised (essential/recommended/background), manageable

• Activity – optional, ungraded

• Discussion and reflection – optional, ungraded, peer support encouraged

• Students who prefer weekly structure and accountability encouraged to keep to 
schedule with announcements 

• Students who prefer to engage in chunks encouraged to take part when works for 
them



Relationship with module leader

• Informal

• Respectful

• Approachable

• Honest

• Non-judgemental

• Accepting

• Valuing lived experience

All approaches to support people to feel confident, capable, accepting of themselves, like they belong, 
empowered to learn, in control of their experience, aware and critical of academic publishing landscape

These are aspects of experience that may lead to researchers who not only conduct research with awareness 
of social justice issues but also with awareness of own personal experience that informs research behaviours



Assessment



Formative assignment (ungraded)

• Search strategy using a search topic of students’ choice

Slide presentation of 6-8 slides with notes or written document



Summative assignment (100%)

1. Annotated bibliography of a range of 10 valid resources

2. Reflective narrative on the experience of creating a search 
strategy and searching for resources

3,000 words total



Outcomes

• Higher quality summative assignment

• Higher quality dissertation research

• Engaged and critical global citizens

• Responsible and ethical researchers who value social justice

• Peer community supporting each other to make good decisions

• Independent, confident and knowledgeable students who feel well 

supported to continue research at doctoral level and beyond



What’s next?

• Course subject to review

• Programme revalidation May 2024

• Potential duplication of content/assessment type across modules 

• Identify duplication

• Clarify purpose/difference

• Amendments

• Possible relocation of module content to other modules 

• Possible inclusion of students from other programmes on module
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Questions

Thank you


	Slide 1: Re-engineering a credit-bearing information literacy module to foster critical and reflective  global citizenship
	Slide 2: Context
	Slide 3: Context
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Modules on MRes programme
	Slide 7: XM030: Digital Literacies
	Slide 8: Values
	Slide 9: Global citizenship
	Slide 10: What is a global citizen?
	Slide 11: Four literacies of global citizens
	Slide 12: Information literacy and global citizenship
	Slide 13: Other values / principles
	Slide 14: Course content
	Slide 15: Ethical use of information
	Slide 16: Digital professionalism and ethics
	Slide 17: How the world works
	Slide 18: Respecting and valuing diversity
	Slide 19: Delivery
	Slide 20: Delivery method
	Slide 21: Relationship with module leader
	Slide 22: Assessment
	Slide 23: Formative assignment (ungraded)
	Slide 24: Summative assignment (100%)
	Slide 25: Outcomes
	Slide 26: What’s next?
	Slide 27: Acknowledgements
	Slide 28: Questions

