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University of Strathclyde - overview

• One of three Universities in the city of Glasgow, Scotland.

• Teaching and Research institution.

• Four Faculties: Science, Engineering, Humanities & Social Sciences, and Strathclyde 

Business School.

• Total FTE students and Academic Staff = 22,690 (SCONUL Return 2021/22).

• Jisc Band 4.
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Library eResource Collection

• Library eResource Collection = eBooks, eJournals and 

electronic databases.

o eBooks purchased by library: 701,309 (SCONUL Return 2021/22)

o Electronic serials titles purchased: 152,205 (SCONUL Return 2021/22)

o A-Z Databases list: 354 items

• Library systems and discovery tools: Alma, ‘SUPrimo’ 

library catalogue, Leganto reading lists, RapidILL, ‘Find 

it@Strathclyde’ (OpenURL), LibGuides including A-Z Database 

List, BrowZine. [‘Strathprints’ and ‘Stax’ repositories, Archives 

and Special Collections catalogue, (‘Myplace’ Moodle VLE).]

• Catalogue records: Alma Community Zone serials records, 

MARC records from OCLC and directly from publishers, locally 

created records, Central Discovery Index (CDI).

• Authentication: combination of IP authentication, Shibboleth, 

EZproxy, occasionally other methods.
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Library eResources team

• eResources team are based within Acquisitions & Financial 

Management (Book Acq, ILL, Serials, eResources, Finance).

• 2 x full time staff members: eResources Librarian and Senior 

IS Assistant (Access and Technical Support).

• Role of the eResources team is to maintain access to our 

Library eResource Collection.

• Main tasks: investigating and trialling potential eResources, 

setting up access to new eResources, managing eResource 

changes (e.g. platform migrations, EZproxy), removing access 

to cancelled eResources, handling access problems.

Many different teams in the library are involved in eResource 

discovery: Cataloguing & Metadata, Serials, eResources, Library 

Systems, Reading List team…
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eResources team (eR) 
discovery tasks

First: understand the resource and how it fits within the 
context of our eResource Collection.

Title level discovery and CDI: 
• eR discuss record availability and ongoing 

record/updates management with Cataloguing & 
Metadata (C&M) and/or Serials team

• eR discuss discovery requirements with Faculty 
Librarians (FLs)

• eR decide off-campus authentication and linking method
• C&M or Serials team catalogue the resource
• eR investigate and activate CDI records

RapidILL: 
• eR/Serials check licence and add tag to Alma collection 

(lendable_international, lendable_uk, local_only)

A-Z Database record: 
• FLs and eR create A-Z record together; eR create copy 

database record in Alma/SUprimo

OA discovery: 
• eR identify any OA content within this resource and 

discuss with colleagues regarding separate discovery

Find it@Strathclyde (OpenURL): eR set this up and test

BrowZine: auto-updates from Alma holdings - eR test

Testing and feedback: 
• eR team test, raise any queries, and provide feedback 

to eResource provider(s)
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Understanding the eResource - examples

A database and a journal Bespoke collections Restricted content/pages
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Catalogue record decisions - examples

Organisation of 
catalogue records Emerald eCase Collection Primary Source content
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Testing and feedback - examples

Title list vs records vs 
access

‘Find it@Strathclyde’ 
(OpenURL linking)

Central Discovery Index 
(CDI) records
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Summary
• Overview of University of Strathclyde and our 

Library eResource Collection.

• Remit of the Library eResources team.

• Specific tasks handled by eResources team 

relating to eResource discovery.

Examples

• Considering and understanding the eResource 

in the context of our library’s collection.

• Discovery decisions.

• Testing and feedback given to eResource 

providers.

• Summary

• Questions
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Any questions or suggestions?
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