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OAPEN is an online library and 

publication platform, providing access to 

quality-controlled collections of 29,000+ 

peer reviewed open access books, edited 

collections, and chapters



The Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB) 

is digital discovery service indexing over 

70,000 scholarly, peer-reviewed, open access 

books, edited collections, and chapters from 

600+ publishers, in 60+ languages



A SHARED 
MISSION
OAPEN and DOAB share the same 

mission to:

• increase discoverability and visibility 

of OA books 

• promote and build trust for OA book 

publishing



POSI
The Principles of Open Scholarly 

Infrastructure (POSI) offer a set of 

guidelines by which open scholarly 

infrastructure organisations and 

initiatives that support the research 

community can be run and sustained

Community (insurance)

Protect community interests by clearly stating 

we are openly licensed and adding a CC BY 

4.0 license to our websites, the OAPEN 

Library and DOAB directory

Accountability (governance)

Keeping our language clear to avoid confusion 

around our stakeholder and governance roles, 

making our operations more transparent, 

developing a documented process should 

OAPEN Library cease to exist

Funding (sustainablity)

Generate a surplus to be re-invested in 

developing the organisation and create a 

contingency fund to cover 12 months of 

operational costs

Bilder G, Lin J, Neylon C (2020), 

The Principles of Open Scholarly Infrastructure, 

https://doi.org/10.24343/C34W2H

https://doi.org/10.24343/C34W2H


The OAPEN Deposit Service supports open 

access policies of research funders and 

practitioners, and provides an institutional 

uploading service for researchers and 

publishers to deposit publications that are 

covered by a mandate

Publications can be aggregated by 

harvesting, bulk uploading, or manually 

uploading on a web-based system, or 

through third parties

Funders including FWF, SNSF, KU, ERC, 

DFG, NWO, and Wellcome use our Deposit 

Services and their requirements are 

detailed on our website

We collborate with Portico for digital 

preservation of OAPEN content

DEPOSIT



We provide free, daily metadata feeds in 

various formats to libraries and their service 

providers, and the metadata can be 

harvested using the OAI harvesting protocol

Metadata available in ONIX 3.0, 

MARCXML, CSV, RIS, KBART formats

ProQuest, ExLibris, EBSCO Discovery 

Service, WordCat, BASE, Europeana

OAPEN.org optimised for search engines 

and indexed by Google Scholar

DISSEMINATE

https://oapen.org/librarians/15635975-metadata


WORKFLOW



The OAPEN Dashboard provides COUNTER 

conformant usage statistics to publishers, 

funders, and libraries, enabling them to view 

usage based on title or location

Data is automatically updated on a 

monthly basis

Data is based on R5 of the COUNTER 

Code of Practice

Built-in filter for improper usage to prevent 

duplication of downloads

REPORTING



The OAPEN Open Access Books Toolkit seeks to 

help researchers better understand OA book 

publishing and increase trust in open access 

book publishing

A global, multi-stakeholder initiative 

consisting of the research community, 

publishers, open access organisations, 

funders and research support

Strives to be an authoritative, credible and 

stakeholder-agnostic resource for users 

worldwide

OA BOOKS 
TOOLKIT



DOAB collaborates with several trusted 

platforms to enhance the discoverability of 

open access books and create a more 

seamless process for publishers to list their 

open access books in DOAB

OAPEN Library, OpenEdition, Project 

MUSE, SciELO Books are all part of the 

DOAB Trusted Platform Network

The DOAB Trusted Platform icon helps 

users recognise them

Aim to enhance discoverability, simplify 

metadata integration processes, and 

increase trust in open access book platforms

TRUSTED 
PLATFORMS



The Peer Review Information Service for 

Monographs (PRISM) is a standardised way 

for academic publishers to display information 

about their peer review processes 

All peer review processes are visible at the 

publisher level and the specific peer review 

process applied to an individual publication 

is displayed on that level

The PRISM logo is visible on the DOAB 

website next to a publisher who participates 

in this service and next to individual books 

that are published by that publisher

Aims to provide transparency about peer 

review process(es) and build trust in OA 

book publishing 

PRISM



OAPEN is involved in a variety of 

community engagement projects 

aimed to support the transition to 

open access for monographs

PROJECTS

Books Analytics 

Dashboard (BAD)

Open Access Books 

Network (OABN)
Drive the transition towards 

more open access to 

academic books through 

policy development​

Create a sustainable OA 

book focused analytics 

service

An OPERAS SIG, the 

OABN is a space for 

passionate conversations 

about OA books

Supporting OPERAS on its 

way to becoming an ERIC 

and developing the 

required infrastructure

https://operas-eu.org/projects/palomera/
https://operas-eu.org/projects/operas-plus/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org


IMPACT

COUNTER downloads from OAPEN Library by Title
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IMPACT

COUNTER downloads from OAPEN Library by Country
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THANK YOU

Silke Davison, Community Manager (Europe & North America)

Email: s.davison@oapen.org

Twitter: @silke_michaela3

oapen.org

@OAPENbooks

OAPEN Foundation 2022 Stakeholder Report

doabooks.org

@DOABooks

Celebrating DOAB 10 Year Anniversary:

Towards Global Equity for Open Access Books, 

Scholarly Kitchen blog post

mailto:silke.davison@oapen.org
https://oapen.org
https://oapen.org
https://fra1.digitaloceanspaces.com/oapen/dd478f92d96840c29ef13c409dc7a7f5.pdf
https://doabooks.org/en
https://doabooks.org/en
https://doabooks.org/blog/?link=https%3A%2F%2Foapen.hypotheses.org%2F633
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2023/06/14/guest-post-towards-global-equity-for-open-access-books/
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