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Mission of the e-DepotMISSION:

“Ensuring permanent availability of information and knowledge”

This yields:

• Long-term preservation and accessibility of electronic 
publications

• Safeguarding authenticity & integrity

• Development of ever changing preservation and accessibility 
toolbox

• To become a dedicated institution, providing permanent access



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot

Expert Services & 
Collections Division

Expert Services

Information & Collections

Collection Care

User Services 
Division

Front Office

Stacks Management

Acquisitions and 
Processing Division

Acquisitions

Cataloguing & Metadata

e-Depot

R & D   Division

(Inter)national Programmes

Innovative Projects

Digital Preservation

Director-General

Deputy Director-General

ICT

Finances

Human Resources

Communication



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot

Historical sketch e-Depot

1994 Decision to establish e-Depot

1995-2002 Experimental systems with AT&T/Bell Laboratories and IBM

1996 Experimental deposit agreements Elsevier & Kluwer

1998-2000 NEDLIB project; emulation experiment with Rand

1999 European tender for e-Depot based on OAIS-RM

2002 e-Depot delivered by IBM;
Archiving agreements with international publishers

2003 1 Million articles stored in e-Depot 

2006 start National e-Depot
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What is the e-Depot?

• Electronic version traditional depository

• Developed in collaboration with IBM

• Technical heart: DIAS (OAIS-compliant)

• Integrated with other library modules

• Ingest of online journal articles, e-books, and CD-roms (installables)

• Operational since March 17, 2003
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Some numbers:

• Current holdings (per 12 May 2006):

• 6 Terabyte

• 2.800 on line journals

• 6.121.877 electronic publications

• Processing capacity on average 5 to 20 thousand 
publications per day
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USER CATALOGUE
with URL

What do you 
want to 
access?

NBNs
Open Archive

On-site

Trusted

Restricted

Where are 
you?

IP check

Remote

LDAP

Identification

Who are you?

Unknown “Please visit the KB in Den Haag”
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• Questions so far?

• Let’s proceed to the National e-Depot project!
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History sketch National e-Depot

2001 First research of collecting 
Dutch e-publications (DNEP)

March 2003 Operational e-Depot: ingest of installables

Feb 2006 Phase I National e-Depot

March-April Working process

May Webbased delivery

June Evaluation & implementation

June/July- end 2006 Phase II National e-Depot
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Project National E-Depot: Phase I

Central question

• “How can we develop a 
workflow for processing and 
ingest of digital publications 
from Dutch publishers and 
other (small) suppliers?”

Why now?

• Sense of urgency
• publisher’s need (CBS, small 

suppliers, projects)
• KB driven (experiences, 

organisational, proven 
technology)
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Project National E-Depot

Stakeholders

• General public
• Equivalent to traditional 

repository

• Dutch publishers and 
suppliers

• All HVP departments within 
KB

• Acquisition, Collection & 
Metadata, E-Depot
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Project National E-Depot

Project plan phase I

• Interviews within KB
• Participation (traditional repository)
• Survey small selection of publishers

• Using our criteria for the traditional repository
• Developing a working process

• Comparing as close as possible to nowadays 
procedures & working routines

• Developing a web form
• Evaluation
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Project National E-Depot

Outcome phase I

• Webbased delivery of object and 
metadata (web form PHP-based)

• Manual processing of metadata
• Manual ingest of objects conform 

‘normal’ CDROM procedures

I A A 



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot

Receipt in “post office”



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

The e-Depot

Object (pdf)
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Metadata file (web form)

Metadatabestand: revisieA.txt

Leveranciersnummer: 00112  
E-mailadres: boek@interpublications.nl

0500 Oaa
1100 2005  
1500 /1ned  
1700 /1nl 
2000 9078292040en9789078292043  
3000 D@Koppenol
4000 Revisie A / D  Koppenol
4030 Rotterdam : Interpublications b.v. 
4170 I boek ; 2  
5201 Een fantasievolle kijk op de evolutie
6501 !292999011! 
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Metadata file (added to web form)
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Message to the supplier
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Evaluation phase I

• Satisfactory?

• Yes, but we need a second phase

• A more automatic approach
• Only single e-publications can be enrolled by a publisher
• ‘bulk’ delivery is still a challenge (FTP, DVD)
• capacity problems traditional/e-Depot may arise soon
• We need a process for periodicals
• Handling responses of publishers
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Some other developments in 2006
• DARE: Digital academic repositories

• Joint repositories for university 
libraries

• Stored for the long-term in the e-
Depot

• Webarchiving
• Pilot phase 2006-2007
• Select, harvest, describe, ingest, 

long-term storage
• (concept) processes, experiences, 

learning
• National e-Depot project

• Start Phase II
• Hardware migration

• Renew hardware, accelerate loading 
capacity, storage…

• Publisher update like Sage, Taylor & 
Francis, Blackwell, Brill, IUCr
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eric.vandenberg@kb.nl

www.kb.nl/e-depot

johan.stapel@kb.nl

www.kb.nl/e-depot
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