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POLLS!

What's bringing you to this session today?

• Pure curiosity

• Looking for practical ideas to use

• Building a case internally

• Exploring what others are doing

• All of the above!

 

When thinking about your work, how would you rank these priorities?

• Maximising research impact

• Advancing sustainability

• Supporting open access

• Connecting research to policy

• Driving SDG progress
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Outcomes from today’s session

• A set of practicable and easy to implement tips that will help drive 
progress 

• Resources and top tip guides to support your own progress towards 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals

• Connection to the SDG Publishers Compact Fellow community 

• Tools to support engaging practitioners with academia and vice 
versa

3





Two modes of SDG action

As an organization/employer:

• Human rights and labour rights 

• Diversity, equity, inclusion and 

accessibility

• Reducing environmental impact

• Working against corruption

• Mission and purpose, societal 

contribution

For those in scholarly comms:

• Supporting SDG aligned research/ers 

• Commissioning/Collections/Series/Spe
cial Issues

• Editorial policies and ethics

• Supporting research translation and 
wider impact

• Driving change beyond academia

• And more!



The SDG Publishers Compact 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdg-publishers-compact/

Inspiring action

>400 Publishers have signed the Compact since Oct 2020 

International Publishers 
Association

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdg-publishers-compact/


The HESI SDG Publishers Compact Fellows

An international and multi-stakeholder group to 
support publishers in signing the Compact and 
taking SDG action

The SDG Publishers Compact Fellows work with 
academic publishers, editors, researchers, 
practitioners and policymakers to help facilitate the 
journey towards a publishing ecosystem that 
addresses societal sustainability challenges and 
supports human progress.

Under the aegis of the Higher Education 
Sustainability Initiative, Fellows operate as both a 
think tank and action group.

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/

hesicompactfellows@gmail.com

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdg-publishers-compact/
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/
mailto:hesicompactfellows@gmail.com


Website 
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/


The Top Action Tips

Created by the community, for the community

Informed by inputs from across the scholarly communications 
community, and regularly reviewed and updated

Driving impact, and supporting progress towards the SDGs
Making your research, or the research you support, more visible, 
more discoverable, and more impactful – reaching researchers, 
educators, policymakers, and practitioners who can turn it into 
real-world change.

Easy to take action
Many of the tips are common sense and require little effort to 
implement – but could yield significant results in terms of 
discoverability, reach, citation, and impact of research outcomes

9



Driving Impact…. For Librarians

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/

hesicompactfellows@gmail.com

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/
mailto:hesicompactfellows@gmail.com
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Driving Impact…. For Researchers, Editors, 
Reviewers, Authors, and Publishers

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/

hesicompactfellows@gmail.com

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/
mailto:hesicompactfellows@gmail.com


Top Action Tips: 
Academic Publishers

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/academic-publishers
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Top Action Tips: 
Academic Journal Editors

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/academic-journal-editors
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SDG alignment driving impact

Slide credit: Charlie Rapple, Kudos and SDG Publishers Compact Fellow

https://app.overton.io/ui/opportunities
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https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/about-the-times-
higher-education-world-university-rankings



https://www.topuniversities.com/sustainability-rankings
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SDG Research Mapping Initiative - Elsevier 

https://www.elsevier.com/about/sustainability/sdg-research-mapping-initiative


Cho

Cautions before participating

• Rankings, ratings and monitoring tools work differently — a 
competitive league table is not the same as a progress-tracking tool; 
match the tool to your goal

• Favour holistic, whole-institution tools over ones that assess single 
SDGs or domains in isolation

• Watch for “point-counting” incentives that reward narrow metrics 
rather than genuine sustainability progress

• High scores can reflect factors outside an institution's control 
(location, funding, national policy) rather than real achievement

• Qualitative tools can better reflect institutional context than pure 
quantitative rankings

Questions worth asking of any assessment

• Data: is what's required already available, or will new collection 
processes be needed — and who owns the data afterwards?

• Methodology: is it transparent and rigorous, and is the provider open 
to constructive challenge?

• Scope: regional, national or international — and does it look at the 
whole institution or one part?

• Cost: participation fees, staff time for data collection/validation, and 
reputational cost of not taking part

• Fit: does the tool's purpose match our sustainability objectives, and 
who is the intended audience for the results?

Why this matters for libraries & scholarly comms: libraries are often the ones sourcing and validating the underlying research data (citations, outputs, policy mentions) 
that feeds these assessments — and are well placed to advise leadership on which tools are rigorous, fit for purpose, and worth the reporting burden.

Source: HESI (UN DESA) Rankings, Ratings & Assessments Action Group — “Assessments of Higher Education’s Progress Towards the UN SDGs,” Vol. 2: For Higher Education Institutions Participating in Assessments (Mar 2021)

Choosing and using SDG rankings, ratings & 
assessments - HESI rating, ranking, and assessments 
Action Group 
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Academics must rethink how to 
write policy recommendations 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20260611145521365&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SDGNL9084
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20260611145521365&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SDGNL9084


Formats to reach outside academia

Plain language summary - 71% (47/66) of 
Healthcare Professionals rated PLS ’very/ 
extremely useful’. 

(ISMPP Europe Meeting 2022)

Visual abstracts - Articles associated with a visual 
abstract are 3 times more likely to be viewed than 
articles published with text-only abstracts. 

(Ibrahim AM, et al, 2017)

Infographics - we are likely to remember up to 
6.5 times more through learning from an 
infographic than by reading text alone. 

(Krum R., 2013)

Video abstracts - Articles with video abstracts 
had 82% more full-text downloads.

(Dickerson, 2014)

“Articles published with an accompanying 
video abstract had the highest average 

accesses per year (3111 accesses), followed by 
graphical PLS (1564 accesses).”2

“Overall, 60% (30/50) of articles with PLS were 
downloaded significantly more often than 

those without a PLS.”1

1. Winter S, et al. Curr Med Res Opin. 2022; 38(sup1). https://doi.org/10.1080/03007995.2022.2044117 
2. Clarke N, et al. Curr Med Res Opin. 2022; 38(sup1). https://doi.org/10.1080/03007995.2022.2044117 

https://doi.org/10.1080/03007995.2022.2044117
https://doi.org/10.1080/03007995.2022.2044117


Resources from the Fellows to 
support communicating with 
practitioners

Guidance and Resources:

• Free author guide on writing for 
practitioners (editors/publishers 
can use or adapt it: CC BY)

• Top Tips for Publishers and Editors 
on Connecting Researchers and 
Practitioners 

• Top Tips on Co-creating research 
with Practitioners includes ideas 
for Editor and Publisher actions

Practical, interactive session:
• Slide deck reveals: 

• benefits of providing plain 
language summaries (PLS)

• best formats for reaching 
non-academics

• example of writing a PLS
• Resources sheet with:

• Examples from publishers
• Advice from experts

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/communicating-implications-2-professionals-and-practitioners
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/communicating-implications-2-professionals-and-practitioners
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/connecting-researchers-and-practitioners
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/connecting-researchers-and-practitioners
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/co-creating-research-with-practitioners
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/co-creating-research-with-practitioners
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/events/dora10-seminar
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/events/dora10-seminar
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Video Abstracts: Cell Press 

The BMJ Visual Abstracts — Information is 
Beautiful Awards 

https://www.cell.com/video/video-abstracts
https://www.informationisbeautifulawards.com/showcase/3117-the-bmj-visual-abstracts
https://www.informationisbeautifulawards.com/showcase/3117-the-bmj-visual-abstracts
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Driving Impact…. Summary

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/

hesicompactfellows@gmail.com

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/
mailto:hesicompactfellows@gmail.com


 
 

Top Action Tips

Top Action Tips: https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/top-action-tips 

https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/top-action-tips


Your checklist for taking action

❑  Visit and bookmark our website

❑ Take action using the Top Action Tips  

❑ Sign up to join our Virtual Community and get our 

Newsletter

❑ Get in touch with questions/ideas: 

compactfellows@gmail.com 

❑ Read our Appendix for more resources 

❑ Share your experiences and advice with the SDG 

PC Fellows, UKSG, and your own networks!
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https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/
https://www.sdgcompactfellows.org/top-action-tips
https://forms.gle/FG2j7c5gWQA469qHA
mailto:compactfellows@gmail.com


Final Poll

After today, what's your most likely next step?

• Share the Tips with a colleague

• Try one Tip in my own work

• Explore the Fellows' resources

• Raise it with my team or manager

• Still figuring it out!
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Driving progress, driving 
impact - thank you!

Practical SDG Action Tips for the Scholarly Communications community

Gerald Beasley Vicky Gardner

                 SDG Publishers Compact Fellows



Driving progress, driving 
impact - Appendix

Practical SDG Action Tips for the Scholarly Communications community

Gerald Beasley Vicky Gardner

                 SDG Publishers Compact Fellows



Resources and further reading

https://katinamagazine.org/content/article/future-of-work/2024/role-
of-academic-libraries-in-sustainable-development 

https://katinamagazine.org/content/article/future-of-work/2026/what
-are-libraries-actually-doing-about-the-sdgs 

https://libereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Aug22_LIBER_Str
ategy_2023-2027_Framework_Approved_July22.pdf 
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https://katinamagazine.org/content/article/future-of-work/2024/role-of-academic-libraries-in-sustainable-development
https://katinamagazine.org/content/article/future-of-work/2024/role-of-academic-libraries-in-sustainable-development
https://katinamagazine.org/content/article/future-of-work/2026/what-are-libraries-actually-doing-about-the-sdgs
https://katinamagazine.org/content/article/future-of-work/2026/what-are-libraries-actually-doing-about-the-sdgs
https://libereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Aug22_LIBER_Strategy_2023-2027_Framework_Approved_July22.pdf
https://libereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Aug22_LIBER_Strategy_2023-2027_Framework_Approved_July22.pdf


SDG Sustainability Roadmap 

Practical actions, backed with resources and examples

 STM’s Social Responsibility Committee

https://stm-assoc.org/what-we-do/strategic-areas/social-responsibility/sdg-roadmap/

Level 3: Advancing SDGs Together

Level 2: Gaining Traction

Level 1: Getting Started

https://www.stm-assoc.org/un-sustainable-development-goals-2/roadmap/
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STM’s SDG Roadmap for Publishers*

3 maturity levels:

1. Getting started 

2. Integrating SDGs into 

your organization  

3. Measuring and reporting 

on your SDG impact

*and those in the wider scholarly comms community!



 

SDGs & Publishing SIG

▪ Informal space for sharing experience, resources and 
knowledge and discussing challenges

▪ SDGs & Publishing Resources page on website

▪ Annual Conference session 2024: Taking Action on 
Sustainability

Other Industry Associations

Environment and Sustainability 
Committee
▪ Survey on the Impact of SDG Publishers 

Compact and EASE Environmental Manifesto
▪ SDGs Checklist: practical steps, baseline current 

status and track progress – Coming soon!
▪ Session at EASE Conference in May: How Can 

You Contribute to your Journal’s Sustainability

https://www.alpsp.org/our-community/special-interest-groups/the-sdgs-and-publishing/
https://ease.org.uk/communities/special-interest-committees/environment-and-sustainability-committee/ 

https://www.alpsp.org/news-publications/sdgs-and-publishing-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBmGEI32t1s&list=PLYB4k71cVIeUJn8ExrFx1MQ1qL0JA0GIE&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBmGEI32t1s&list=PLYB4k71cVIeUJn8ExrFx1MQ1qL0JA0GIE&index=11
https://ese.arphahub.com/article/122090/
https://ese.arphahub.com/article/122090/
https://ease.org.uk/ease-events/18th-ease-conference/18th-ease-conference-scientific-programme/18th-ease-conference-session-11/
https://ease.org.uk/ease-events/18th-ease-conference/18th-ease-conference-scientific-programme/18th-ease-conference-session-11/
https://www.alpsp.org/our-community/special-interest-groups/the-sdgs-and-publishing/
https://ease.org.uk/communities/special-interest-committees/environment-and-sustainability-committee/


Industry Groups: Reducing Inequalities & Gender Equality

DEIA/EDI Working Groups and Resources Widening Access to Research Content
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https://www.rsc.org/new-perspectives/talent/joint-commitment-for-action-inclusion-and-diversity-in-publishing/
https://www.research4life.org/
https://c4disc.org/
https://www.alpsp.org/news-publications/edi-toolkit/
https://group.sagepub.com/sustainability
https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/our-goals
https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/sdg-programme
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/sdgo/?context=sdgo
https://cactusglobal.com/impact/commitment-to-sdg/
https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/corporate-responsibility/sdg
https://ascelibrary.org/sdg
https://blog.cabells.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/SDG_Impact_Journal_Rating.pdf
https://sdgresources.relx.com/
https://plos.org/our-commitment-to-sustainability/
https://www.scienceopen.com/collection/e67a99d4-ef59-42f8-a498-18ec810fd9ac
https://ease.org.uk/communities/special-interest-committees/equity-diversity-and-inclusion-committee/


Industry Groups: Climate Action

https://publishingdeclares.com/home
https://www.bisg.org/supply-chain-committee
https://sdg.internationalpublishers.org/cop26-accelerator/
https://www.greenbookalliance.org/
https://www.publishers.org.uk/our-work/sustainability/
https://ease.org.uk/publications/ease-statements-resources/environmental-manifesto/

