
Writing 
for 

Insights 
and other 
journals



A bit about the 
history of Insights: 
the UKSG journal

From 1988 to 2011, Insightswas published as 

Serials: The Journal for the Serials Community, a 

benefit of membership of UKSG (a community 

association for scholarly publishers, libraries 

and other individuals and organizations in the 

knowledge community). 

The journal, with three issues a year (March, July 

and November), was retitled in 2011, moved to 

an e-only format in 2012.

http://serials.uksg.org/


We looked a 
little different 
back in 1996
◦ John Merriman was the 

co-founder of UKSG and 

the first editor of Serials, 

which later became 

Insights.

◦ Then as now the 

journal aimed to 

support UKSG's mission 

to connect the 

information community 

and encourage the 

exchange of ideas on 

scholarly 

communication.



This article 
was published 
in 1998

◦ That was when we when 

used the term 

‘electronic journals’



This is what 
we looked 
like in 2001
◦ Helen Henderson and 

Hazel Woodward 

succeeded John 

Merriman as co-editors of 

Serials 



Move to 
‘electronic’
◦ Serials became available 

online to members only in 

2004

◦ These are the topics 

which were hot in 2006.



Open Access

◦ In 2014 Insights became platinum open access.

◦ All our content immediately available to read without 

subscription and without author payment.

◦ Publishing free to our authors because the costs are 

paid in their entirety by UKSG.

◦ Three issues per year.



We moved to continuous 
publishing in 2018

◦ accelerate article publication, particularly for time-sensitive content

◦ maximize the potential of the online medium

◦ spread the workload of editing, proofreading and producing the journal 

throughout the year

◦ increase the visibility and impact of each individual article

◦ ‘Looking back, we could see we’d quite often been the first journal to 

publish on a topic, but we hadn’t been able to establish a presence 

around that, and another paper in another journal would get all the 

limelight. We wanted to be able to give all our authors much better 

recognition.’

◦ With thanks to Rapple, Charlie. 2019. “insights Continuous Publication 

Case Study”.Insights32 (1): 14. :http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.466

http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.466


Part 2: Why write 
for a journal

Helen Fallon is the Deputy University Librarian at 

Maynooth University, and has had articles published in 

Insights and other journals



Why Write for a journal?

◦ To share your practice or your research

◦ To learn about a topic

◦ To help clarify thinking through exploring, developing and articulating ideas

◦ To get your research/practice out in a timely manner

◦ To be  part of a community of practice

◦ To contribute to your organisation’s publishing output

◦ To create 

◦ Form of CPD



What can you write about

◦ Your research/thesis

◦ Your practice/everyday work/a project you 

were involved with

Topic that interests you/topic you know a bit 

about

◦ Other – book you read, conference you 

attended, course you undertook etc.

◦ Consider what information – evidence - you 

have

◦ Consider what topics are popular

Literature 
review

Statistics

Survey

Quotes
Feedback 

forms

Photos

Reflective 
journal











Some Writing Tips
◦ Align your writing to library strategy

◦ If you give a conference/seminar paper/poster think about how you can develop it into 

an article/what questions did your audience ask?

◦ Keep notes about what  you are doing – this could be ten minutes at the end of the 

day

◦ Keep data

◦ Be clear who the audience for your article is.  What do they need?

◦ Do a quick search to see where your topic has been covered before.  There are no new 

topics, just new angles.  What’s your angle?

◦ Don’t write and then try to identify a journal/write with a journal in mind from the 

outset

◦ Read the journal guidelines and a recent issue or two



Some Writing Tips

◦ Write an abstract – it’s a good discipline and will help you think out the topic

◦ You can use a case study in a peer-reviewed journal. You need to situate it in the 
context of the literature on the topic

◦ Work from a structure/outline. Examine the structure in an article in your target 
journal

◦ Send a query e-mail to a named person

◦ Try to write sections without editing

◦ Put a fence around your writing – more articles fail because they are too broad, 
than too narrow

◦ A writer is a person who writes



Benefits of Publishing

◦ Contributing to the body of literature on a topic, and making your contribution available OA, helps those with limited 

access to resources, particularly in the global south

◦ Sharing experiences an expertise and creating new knowledge 

◦ Contributing to your organisations publishing output

◦ Increasing the visibility of the library and creating a recognition of the library as a creator of scholarship

◦ Enhancing Curriculum vitae

◦ The peer-review process helps develop confidence, perseverance and resilience - all good life skills

◦ Developing a reputation in a particular area, can lead to invitations to present papers at conferences

◦ Making new connections

◦ Developing professionally and personally – Learning

◦ The Joy of creating an article



Insights: Article types and examples

RESEARCH 
ARTICLES 

CASE STUDIES OPINION PIECES



Case Studies

Case studies should outline and describe innovative approaches or use 

of new techniques or technology, discuss progress including problems or 

setbacks, potential future applications and significance. In addition, 

papers that critique or modify extant methodologies and approaches are 

welcome. 

Example:

Usage, engagement and impact: evaluating the usage of and measuring 

impact and engagement with library resources at Leeds Beckett 

University Library

Authors: Julie Cleverley and Samantha Heeson

Abstract

In 2017–18 Leeds Beckett University Library undertook a project to 

assess the feasibility of using OpenAthens and student record data to 

enable in-depth analysis of learning resources usage and costs, student 

engagement and library impact. This article describes the different 

approaches taken to evaluate usage of the Library’s e-resources to 

identify levels of engagement at school and course level.



Research 
Articles

Research articles must describe the outcomes and application of 

unpublished original research. These should make a substantial 

contribution to knowledge and understanding in the subject matter 

and should be supported by relevant figures and tabulated data. 

Example:

Tweeting into the void?: creating a UK library Twitter list and 

analyzing best practice – successes and myths

Author: Sarah Humphreys

Abstract

Despite the vast amount of research into social media use by 

libraries, no research has been made into its use by smaller UK 

libraries. Although many statements have been made regarding the 

time- and cost-saving nature of social media, there is a lack of 

comparative research about its usefulness in different types of 

library. To address these points, this study gathered statistics from 

1,425 library accounts on the social media tool Twitter. Five smaller 

libraries were selected for a more in-depth metric…



Opinion 
Pieces

Opinion pieces should be well argued and should critically engage 

with the relevant body of extant literature where relevant. Opinions 

do not need to be supported by evidence, providing it is clear that 

they are opinions, and not based on research evidence.

Example:

Decolonizing the curriculum

Author: Elizabeth Charles

Abstract

The term ‘decolonizing the curriculum’ is of high currency in higher 

education in the UK and in local students’ unions at these 

institutions. This article seeks to give a very brief history and 

context for why this is fundamental for academic institutions and 

what role libraries and the scholarly communication sector can play 

in this movement. I look at why this is so important for black, Asian 

and minority ethnic (BAME) and othered (otherly minoritized, e.g. 

disabled, LGBTQ, etc.) students and what steps some libraries have 

already taken. 



Final word from the co-
editors, Steve and 
Lorraine

We are incredibly proud to co-edit the UKSG journal.

Here we are enjoying last year’s UKSG conference, where 

we met up with existing authors, and encouraged some of 

the fabulous speakers to write up their presentations as 

articles.

Perhaps now more than ever, as we were unable to run the 

UKSG conference this year, using articles as a vehicle for 

sharing our ideas and contributing to the debate about 

scholarly communications is more important than ever.

We hope you have been inspired by this webinar, and that 

you will be submitting an article soon! 



@lorraineestelle @helenfallon

Contact us on Twitter


