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Outline of presentation

1. Who is AMRC and its members?

2. Why did we set up AMRC Open Research?

3. How does it work and what are the benefits?

4. How has it been received?

5. What challenges have we faced?



The Association of Medical Research Charities

148 members
Membership has grown 

over the past 3 decades to 
148 members across the UK

Day to day work is 
carried out by a small 
team based in London

14 staff
Formed in 1987 by a small group 

of diverse medical research 
charities to unite the sector and 
provide it with a leading voice.

30 years

Hallmark of quality 
research funding



AMRC member charities



AMRC member charities

AMRC charities funded 41%  
of publicly funded medical 
research nationally in 2018

Essential research in all 
areas of health and disease

At all stages of the research process



Charity-funded medical research

What is unique about charity-funded medical research?

• Patient-centric

• Emotive

• Urgent

• Dependent on donations

• Addresses un-met need

• Leverages further investment

Demonstrating impact is key!



Limitations of traditional publication models

• Prioritisation of novel and positive results and bias against 
replication studies and negative and null results

• Delays of months or years from submission to ultimate publication

• Wasted time and effort spent re-formatting and re-submitting

• Full methods and underlying data are often missing

• Publications are hidden behind paywalls

• ‘Publish or perish’ and ‘impact factor’ culture threatens research 
integrity



Making open access a priority

Growing concerns over the wider issues of research integrity, 
reproducibility and research waste.

More responsibility placed on funders to address these issues.



Why launch an AMRC platform?

• Inspired by Wellcome and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

• Increased efficiency by funders joining together under AMRC 
branding

• Affordability for smaller charities

• Strength in numbers to drive culture change

• Lead by example



Participating charities



AMRC Open Research: launched Feb 2019



How does it work?

• Peer review after publication
• Fully transparent peer review
• Access to source data
• Versioning for revisions, 

corrections, updates

Indexing 

(following evaluation)

Passed 
peer review

For articles:

For posters, slides and documents:



Open peer review

• Approved

• Approved with reservations

• Not approved

Referee ratings:

Minimal requirements for indexing:
or

How does it work?



What makes AMRC Open Research unique?

Fast – articles can be published within a week. Posters and slides 
published immediately.

Inclusive – all research outputs are suitable: research articles, 
methods, software, data sets, protocols, negative and 
confirmatory results, etc. 

Open – fully open access. Everyone can access the results, 
including the charities’ communities.

Reproducible - source data published alongside article

Transparent – open, author-led publishing and peer review

Collaborative – multiple distinct funders focusing on different 
conditions coming together



Benefits of AMRC Open Research



Individual perspectives

“Publishing with AMRC Open Research has 
meant our article is available in a timely manner. 
Also being open access will certainly increase 
readership, impact and the reach of this article.”
Geri Keane, Kings College Hospital

“Most attractive is the quick turnaround 
time... Early career researchers are always keen to 
get their science into the public domain as soon as 
possible and the AMRC Open Research platform 
offers such an opportunity.”

Terry Quinn, University of Glasgow

- Stroke Association



Publications

o 7 articles, 4 documents, 3 posters

Peer review:

o 12 days from final submission to publication

o 24 days to first peer review report (median)

o 76 days to second peer review report (median)

Article views: 2397

How is the platform being used so far?



Case study: negative/null result



Case study: systematic review



Case study: other outputs

Posters Protocols or methods



Challenges encountered so far

• Participating charities have varying open access policies

• Participating charities have variable stances on paying APCs

• Lack of awareness about the platform within the research 
communities

• Overcoming the ‘impact factor’ phenomenon

• Understanding the different use cases for the platform

• Some participating charities’ content is already being published 
on Wellcome Open Research



Addressing these challenges

Learn from what has worked well

Increase awareness about the platform amongst researchers

More emphasis on non-traditional outputs (protocols, 
negative/null findings, posters, etc.)

Support charities to develop open access policies

Encourage charities to commit to changing research assessment 
criteria



Thank you

Questions?

Jocelyn LeBlanc

Association of Medical Research Charities

Research, Data and Impact Manager

j.leblanc@amrc.org.uk

https://amrcopenresearch.org/

info@amrcopenresearch.org

mailto:j.leblanc@amrc.org.uk
https://amrcopenresearch.org/
mailto:info@amrcopenresearch.org
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